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Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your request that was partially transferred on 11 March 2022 to the Ministry of 
Education requesting the following information:  

1. The number of children from a refugee background (Quota, Family Reunification,
Convention Refugees) in NZ Schools, If possible, the data in each region

2. The total funding allocated for former refugees in Education, and the distribution of the
fund in ECE, Primary, Secondary, and tertiary Education

3. Also, can you please confirm if the fund is only for Quota refugees Only? Or others are
also included to access this funding?

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

Q1 The number of children from a refugee background (Quota, Family Reunification, 
Convention Refugees) in NZ Schools, If possible, the data in each region 

Region As at end of 2021 

Auckland 472 

Bay of Plenty/Rotorua/Taupo 2 

Canterbury/Chatham Islands 109 

Hawke's Bay/Tairāwhiti 5 

Nelson/Marlborough/West Coast 146 

Otago/Southland 197 

Tai Tokerau 6 

Taranaki/Whanganui/Manawatū 157 

Waikato 216 

Wellington 267 

Total (All regions) 1,577 

Note: The students represent all refugees in the categories requested. 
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Q2 The total funding allocated for former refugees in Education, and the distribution 
of the fund in ECE, Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Education 
 
The funding detailed here is that which is paid directly to schools. We provide other supports 
for families themselves (e.g., Computers in Homes) and communities (e.g., Learning Hubs). 
 
ESOL Funding for Refugee Students 
 
Total Spend in 2021: $1,475,310.00. 
 
Note: this funding is for students who arrived in NZ as refugees (i.e., born overseas). NZ 
born children of refugee parents also receive funding, but we are not able to separate this 
cohort from the ‘NZ born’ category.  
 
The Ministry has two major refugee funding streams (in addition to the main ESOL funding 
above) to provide additional learning support to students from former refugee backgrounds 
(tertiary not included) as noted below: 
 
First Funding Stream: Refugee Flexible Funding Pool  
 
Total spend in 2021 school year: $1,327,574.94 + GST. 
 
This is made up of the following expenditure: 

 Primary and Intermediate Spend - $593,261.10 
 Secondary Spend - $734,313.84 

 
This funding is intended to help individual schools to put in place a range of supplementary 
initiatives needed to enable former refugee children/students to access the curriculum and 
the wider learning experiences successfully.  
 
In 2021, 90 schools, including cluster fundholders, were funded for various initiatives (listed 
below) through the Flexible Funding Pool.   
 
In total, 1,608 refugee-background students were supported through these initiatives. Many 
of these students participated in more than one initiative.   
 
Second Funding Stream: Refugee Pathways and Careers 
 
The annual appropriation is $534,000 + GST.  
 
Total spend in 2021 school year: $494,138.00. 
 
The Ministry of Education has provided the Refugee Pathways and Careers Funding to help 
former refugee students in secondary schools gain a better understanding of the different 
career and educational pathways available in New Zealand. Additional components to 
established careers programmes are necessary to ensure that the needs of former refugee 
students are being met. These needs include personalised course guidance leading to 
appropriate qualification pathways in school and ongoing guidance from careers counsellors. 
An additional component involves effective strategies for informing and involving families.  
 
In 2021, 30 schools provided refugee pathways and careers programmes for 552 former 
refugee students nationally. There were also a further 17 schools with 568 students funded 
for other refugee initiatives from this budget. Some of these schools lead cluster initiatives, 
meaning the number of schools supported is actually more than 17 schools.  
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Tertiary Education 
 
General Tertiary Education Funding 
 
Learners with a refugee background can access tertiary provision and benefit from tuition 
subsidies with other domestic tertiary students. Their history as refugees is not identified as  
when they access most tertiary education provisions, such as degree-level study. As overall 
refugee learner numbers are not reported, the Ministry does not have funding estimates as 
this information does not exist. I am therefore refusing this part of your request under section 
18(e) of the Act.  
 
Tertiary education enrolment data is reported by ethnic groups. The Middle Eastern, Latin 
American and African ethnic group, which includes part of the refugee-background 
community, has an age-standardised tertiary participation rate of 16%, compared to 11% for 
the total New Zealand population.   
 
Further information is available here: www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/tertiary-
participation.  
 
ESOL and Community Education 
 
Within tertiary education, there is dedicated funding to provide fees-free English for speakers 
of other languages (ESOL) at level 3 and above to those from refugee-backgrounds. Another 
ESOL provision is for levels 1-2, to be fees-free to all leaners. This is additional support 
targeted at refugee-background learners.  
 
As the eligibility is linked to being from a refugee background, all of the Refugee English 
Fund is for refugee-background learners. In 2020, $1.5 million funded around 400 learners to 
access fees-free ESOL over the calendar year. This was additional funding to the tuition 
subsidy payments for these learners.  
 
Within community education, tertiary education organisations report learners with a  
refugee-background, especially in ESOL funds. Below is the total funding for these funds 
and the percentage of learners that were reported as refugee-background. Note that, within 
Adult Community Education, refugee-background learners are likely to be accessing the 
ESOL-specific provision within these funds, rather than other courses focussed on digital 
literacy or te reo Māori.  
 
 

Total funding ($m) 
Refugee-background 
learners (percent of total 
learners) 

Initiative 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

ACE in Communities 17.2 16.9 19.4 8.1% 8.6% 3.8% 

ACE in School 2.8 2.3 3.2 1.2% 0.8% 0.8% 

ESOL - Intensive Literacy 
and Numeracy 

13.8 13.7 14.0 44% 37% 35% 

  
Q4 Also, can you please confirm if the fund is only for Quota refugees Only? Or 
others are also included to access this funding? 

Schooling Funding 

https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/tertiary-participation
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The Ministry’s Refugee funding is open to Quota refugees, Family Reunification cases 
(linked to former refugee families) as well as Convention Refugees, so long as the students 
have additional educational needs.  
 
Convention Refugees supporting information can be found here: 
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/documents/refugees/inz-information-for-convention-
refugees.pdf  
 
Tertiary Funding 
 
Tertiary education provision funded by the Government is available to domestic tertiary 
students. Refugee-background learners with citizenship, resident visas, or Convention 
refugees granted refugee status while living in New Zealand, and their immediate family 
transitioning to a residence visa with them, can all access this support as domestic tertiary 
students. In addition, so can a person who has made a claim for refugee status. 
 
In April 2021, the definition of domestic tertiary students was broadened to include 
immediate family members of those with refugee status, when the family are yet to transition 
to residence visas. Further information on domestic tertiary student status is available here: 
www.education.govt.nz/our-work/legislation/definition-of-domestic-student/. 
 
For the Refugee English Fund, those with refugee status, or their family members, if they are 
domestic tertiary students, can access the funding for fees-free ESOL at level 3 and above. 
Eligibility for this fund is broader than refugee status definitions, as it also includes the recent 
Afghan Evacuees that arrived in New Zealand.  
 
Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As such, 
we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact 
details will be removed. 
 
Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review this 
decision. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the 
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 

 
 

 
Dr David Wales 
Poutohu Matua | National Director Learning Support Delivery 
Te Pae Aronui 




