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Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your email of 5 October 2021 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information:  

1. What specific policies or guidance are available to single-sex state or state integrated
schools that are wanting to enrol or have a student wanting to enrol who is the opposite
sex to the sex or gender listed on the schools ERO report?

2. What information are schools required to use to establish the sex of a student?
3. Is a single-sex state or state integrated school required to disclose to parents and

students in the school community if they have enrolled a student who is the opposite
sex to that which is indicated in the ERO report?

4. Does the Ministry of Education keep records of such students, schools and
enrolments?

5. If records are kept, I would like to know the names of the single-sex schools that have
enrolled students of the opposite sex.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

The Ministry of Education accepts the culture, languages and identities, including gender, sex 
and sexuality identities, of all learners and is committed to supporting learners to ensure our 
education system delivers equitable and excellent outcomes. We do not have specific policies 
or guidance on the enrolment of students on the basis of gender, sex and sexuality identities. 

The Education and Training Act 2020 does not prohibit transgender, non-binary, intersex or 
gender diverse students from enrolling at single sex or state-integrated schools. The Act also 
does not define the terms single sex school, girls’ school or boys’ school. 

There are single sex state and state integrated schools that actively welcome and support 
transgender learners and their wellbeing. We are available to support schools who need 
further advice related to student enrolments or supporting transgender, non-binary, intersex 
and gender diverse students’ wellbeing.  

Te Kete Ipurangi has a range of resources outlining how schools can support LGBTIQA+ 
learners, including transgender learners. These resources are available at: 
https://www.inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/supporting-lgbtiqa-students/. 

More information about enrolment schemes is available at: 
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/new-zealands-network-of-schools/about-enrolment-
schemes/.  
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Schools do not collect or record a student’s sex. When a student enrols in a school, the 
school records the student's gender, and where possible, the student’s preferred pronouns 
in the Student Management System.  
 
Students can self-determine their gender, including their name and gender pronouns. It is up 
to schools to discuss with students, and if students give them permission to include them, 
parents, caregivers and whānau, what name and gender identity students use at school.  
 
We expect schools to uphold transgender, intersex and non-binary students’ rights to 
privacy. Schools can do this by confirming the student’s wishes around what name and 
gender identity they would like used at school and in communication with parents and 
whānau. Disclosing this information to other students and families without the student’s 
permission is likely to be considered a breach of their privacy under the Privacy Act 2020. 
 
The Ministry of Education maintains a record of all students and the school they are enrolled 
at. Student records include students’ gender as collected and recorded by the school. The 
Ministry does not hold records of the sex of students. 
 
Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As such, 
we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact 
details will be removed. 
 
Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review this 
decision. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the 
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 
 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
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