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A suspension is the formal removal of a student from a state or state-integrated school on a 
temporary basis, until the school board of trustees (the board) decides the outcome at a 
suspension meeting. The board can either: 

• lift the suspension (with or without conditions), or
• extend the suspension, or
• exclude the student (if under 16), or
• expel the student (if aged 16 years or over).

Exclusions and expulsions are subsets of suspension where an enrolment is terminated. If 
the student is aged under 16, the board may decide to exclude the student from the school, 
with the requirement that the student enrols elsewhere. If the student is aged over 16, the 
board may decide to expel a student, and is not required to ensure that the student enrols 
elsewhere.  

It should be noted that stand-downs, suspensions, exclusions, and expulsions are not 
measures of student behaviour, but measures of a school’s reaction to such behaviours. What 
one school may choose to suspend for, another may not. The number of these events should 
not be used as a proxy measure for total student behaviour. 

Question One: Whether the Ministry gathers data on the number of times an individual 
student is stood-down, suspended or excluded within a year? If so, the number of 
secondary school aged students who were suspended or excluded more than once 
during the 2019 school year.  

Yes, the Ministry does collect information on the number of times a student is suspended or 
excluded within a year.  

Over the 2019 school year, 157 secondary school aged students (>= Year Level 9) had more 
than one suspension, more than one exclusion, or a combination of more than one 
exclusion(s) and suspension(s). Of those 157 students, eight students had multiple exclusions 
during the 2019 school year.  

Question Two: Does the Ministry gather information the number of days which a 
student is stood-down for at any one time? In ENROL do schools have to specify the 
number of days which the student is stood-down for? 

The Ministry gathers information on the number of days for which a student is stood down at 
any one time, through the ENROL database. Schools must enter information into ENROL on 
the day the decision to stand-down is made and include the number of days for which the 
student is being stood down. Section 80(2) of the Education and Training Act 2020 states that 
a stand-down may be for one or more specific periods. A stand-down may not exceed five 
days in a school term or ten days in a year. The day on which the student was stood down, or 
any day in which the school is closed, may not be counted.  

Question Three: Does the Ministry gather information the number of days which a 
student is stood-down within a term and a year? Is it the responsibility of individual 
schools to ensure the statutory thresholds for the number of days a student can be 
stood-down within a term and a year respectively are not exceeded or is this monitored 
by the Ministry? 










