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Strengthening history in the NZC 
1. Some notes that were prepared for Ellen in June are on the next page. This gives a

general overview of the NZC and our existing supports.

2. We needs to be clear that there is a difference between NZ history (which goes back
to human settlement in Aotearoa) and Māori history.

NZ Land Wars Commemorations 
3. The Māori Party secured $4m over four years in Budget 2016 to support NZ Land Wars

commemorations.

4. Armed conflict occurred in Wairau, Northland, Taranaki, Wakito, Te Urewera,
Tauranga, Ōpōtiki and East Coast during 1800s.

5. Dates that this commemoration has been held include 28 October and 11 March.

6. 28 October is when the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1835.

Our work to strengthen history in the NZC 

7. We are currently working on some supports for primary schools focused on the key
facts of the Treaty of Waitangi. These will be launched at the end of 2019, in time for
Waitangi Day 2020.

8. Our longer-term plan is to:

a. Develop age-appropriate resources that support the teaching and learning of
our history across years 1-13, in order to build confidence in teaching this
subject

b. Consider tightening the front end of the NZC to make explicit our expectations
that teaching our history is necessary across all year levels

c. Consider updating the AOs for Social Sciences to show a clear pathway and
what is appropriate to learn at each level.

This long term work will require a budget bid. 

9. There has long been interest in strengthening the positioning of Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Te
Tiriti) in teaching and learning and this interest has recently gained momentum.

Document 1a
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Background 
 

1. The New Zealand Curriculum (NZC) sets the direction for teaching and learning in 
schools and NZ history is part of the NZC’s vision, principles, values, key 
competencies and learning areas. The NZC not only provides significant scope for 
the teaching and learning of local history, but also sets strong expectations for these 
opportunities. 
 

2. Teaching New Zealand history is explicitly included as part of the Social Sciences 
learning area. Within this, students explore the unique bicultural nature of New 
Zealand society that derives from the Treaty. They learn about people, places, 
cultures, histories, and the economic world, within and beyond New Zealand. 
 

3. Learning about local and national history is a significant part of our education system. 
It is important for students of different cultures to understand our shared history. 
When provided with opportunities to learn about the place they live in and link their 
own community to major events in New Zealand history, learners recognise 
themselves as part of a larger story.  

 
4. The Ministry of Education does not set out compulsory lesson plans that all schools 

must follow. However, we both expect schools and kura to teach Te Tiriti o Waitangi, 
Māori history and the New Zealand land wars. 
 

5. The Ministry of Education has had a focus on the development of a range of supports 
to assist schools to implement the teaching and learning of local history. This 
includes a website providing supporting resources for schools. These supports have 
been developed in collaboration with schools, kura, iwi and historians. The  Te 
Takanga o te Wā Māori History Guidelines were developed to support the New 
Zealand Curriculum and Te Marautanga o Aotearoa.  
 

6. To ensure schools and kura have access to a range of information to support their 
teaching and learning programmes, the Ministry engages with other agencies such 
as the National Library with the He Tohu exhibition, Ministry of Culture and Heritage, 
Ngā Taonga Sound and Vision, Historic Places Trust, Archives New Zealand and Te 
Papa Tongarewa to incorporate their rich resources into the learning programmes 
kaiako and teachers are implementing.  

 
Curriculum  

 
7. The National Curriculum documents provide opportunities to foster understanding 

about the intent and principles of the Treaty as well as Treaty settlements and NZ 
history, including the NZ Land Wars. These histories could be taught in learning 
areas across the curriculum, for example in the Arts, English and Media Studies.  
 

8. In particular, the Tikanga-ā-Iwi and Social Sciences learning areas provide 
opportunities for students to gain a range of experience, skills and knowledge 
including learning about, how cultural interaction impacts on cultures and societies, 
and histories within and beyond Aotearoa New Zealand. Coverage of these learning 
areas is mandatory for all students from years 1 to 10 within TMoA and the NZC.  
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9. In the NZC, in Social Studies Years 9 and 10 there is a specific learning objective
focussed on the Treaty: ‘Understanding how the Treaty of Waitangi is responded to
differently by people in different times and places’.

10. Similarly, in Years 11-13, Tikanga-ā-Iwi, history and social studies learning and
assessment via NCEA Te Reo Māori and English medium achievement standards
also have a strong learning focus on the consequences of cultural change and
events of significance to Aotearoa New Zealand society. These events can include
treaty settlement stories and the NZ Land Wars.

11. Note that the Ministry does not collect information at the individual kura and school
level identifying which schools include local or national Māori history in their kura and
school curriculum.

Education Council’s Code of Professional Responsibility and Standards for the 
Teaching Profession 

12. It’s important to note also that as part of the Education Council’s Code of
Professional Responsibility and Standards for the Teaching Profession, all teachers
are expected to understand and acknowledge the histories, heritages, languages and
cultures of partners to the Treaty | te Tiriti.

13. The Code and Standards were published in 2017. Over time they will increase the
teaching profession’s awareness of Māori History and Te Ao Māori more broadly.

Tuia 

14. In 2019 New Zealand will commemorate the 250th anniversary of the first onshore
encounters between tangata whenua and non-Māori, and the feats of Polynesian
navigators and explorers who reached and settled in Aotearoa New Zealand many
years earlier. This national commemoration is an opportunity to reset the way we
understand and communicate about local and Māori history.

15. Tuia – Encounters 250 will weave the multiple histories that formed our nation and
aims for New Zealanders to start a new conversation about our contested national
identity and where we come from. This provides all New Zealanders with an
opportunity to develop an understanding of the complexities of New Zealand history,
inclusive of all New Zealand’s peoples, rather than certain perspectives being
privileged over others. Tuia Mātauranga, the national education programme, will
include learner-focused activities and events designed to engage learners, while
learning about the themes related to Tuia Mātauranga in national, local, and personal
contexts.

16. The Ministry is providing access to a curated suite of education resources for the
Tuia themes, and will also provide support to apply them to local curriculum
development, including in-class and community activities. These resources are
currently in development and will be available from January 2019 – the Ministry will
regularly update content throughout the 2019 school year.
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Teaching resources 
17. The Ministry of Education and other agencies currently support the teaching and

learning of NZ history through:
a. Te Whāriki Online website (teaching strategies and resources), Kei tua o te

pae-bicultural assessment practices and how these can embody the principle
of partnership fundamental to Te Tiriti.

b. Te Takanga o te Wā - Māori History Guidelines and resources (for years 1-8).

c. Tuia Mātauranga.

d. A number of Instructional Series articles, stories and Teacher Support
Materials, such as the School Journal – Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

e. Te Tai Whakaea or Te Tai Treaty Settlement Stories in partnership with the
Ministry of Culture and Heritage.

f. Working in partnership with National Library on He Tohu.

g. Te Aho Ngārahu: Iwi and Māori telling their histories in te reo Māori.

h. Building Conceptual Understanding in the Social Sciences.

i. January 2012 Curriculum Update: supports schools to enacting the principle
of the Treaty and 2015 update to the Treaty Principle for NZC Online.

j. NCEA: standards and their supporting guides, exemplars and resources.
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Ensuring NZ history is taught in schools

DRAFT: NOT FOR CIRCULATION VERSION 1.0 1 August 2018 EDUCATION.GOVT.NZ

Now to 30 June 2020

• Create a “new Pūtātara” for
schools that:

o Curates and makes easily
accessible the existing national
resources for NZ history

o Is a guided process on how to
localise and create learning
opportunities

• NOTE: We have $190k baseline
for this work so need to be focused

Phase One: Build a resource

From 1 July 2020

• Include the teaching and learning of NZ
history in the local curriculum guidance
package – perhaps a showcase?

• Other implementation opportunities?

NOTE: This may require a budget bid

Phase Two: Implementation

Long-term

• As part of the Ministry’s long term
commitment to Te Tiriti and New
Zealand History, we propose that
in the long term some
modifications and amendments
are made to the NZC to strengthen
the Government’s expectations for
NZ history to be covered across all
year levels at school.

Phase Three: Legislative changes

Actions:
 Find a web platform for the resource
 Procure with urgency
 Develop an A3 for Agency
 Develop an education report

Document 2a
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To: Danielle Calder <Danielle.Calder@education.govt.nz>; Stephanie Gill
<Stephanie.Gill@education.govt.nz>
Cc: ELSA Mailbox <ELSA.Mailbox@education.govt.nz>
Subject: BN - Ensuring NZ History is taught in schools
Kia ora,
Ellen has confirmed with me that Pauline/P&P should be getting a Briefing Note over the road
on:

· How can we ensure that New Zealand History is taught in schools?
This may eventually be an announcement from the Minister in October.
Can you please confirm this has been picked up? Once so I will log into JIRA.
Ellen confirmed this should get over the road by end of next week.
Ngā mihi,

 | Senior Adviser, Governance, Commissioning and Ministerials |
Office of the Deputy Secretary - Early Learning and Student Achievement
DDI +6444637620

education.govt.nz

We shape an education system that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes 
He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga 

9(2)(a)
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Actions:
·  can you please start to expand on these points using as few words as possible? So,

our problem definition will be something like “the NZC isn’t clear about our expectations
for teaching NZ history”.

· We need to put this in a timeline as well with expected dates for each point – so we will
form a group in November 2019(?), we will release a new website in term 3 2020(?) etc.

Let’s meet at 2.30pm this afternoon.
Stephanie McHardie | Acting Senior Manager | Early Learning and Student Achievement
DDI +6444637598 | Mobile 
33 Bowen Street, Wellington

education.govt.nz

We shape an education system that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes 
He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga 

9(2)(a)

9(2)(g)(i)
9(2)(a)
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From: Christine Dew
To: Pauline Cleaver
Cc: Stephanie McHardie
Subject: FW: NZ History
Date: Wednesday, 21 August 2019 10:07:04 AM
Attachments: image001.png

fyi
Christine Dew | Senior Manager | Early Learning & Student Achievement
DDI +6444638961 | Mobile 

From: Christine Dew 
Sent: Wednesday, 21 August 2019 8:52 a.m.
To: Kiritina Johnstone <Kiritina.Johnstone@education.govt.nz>; Jackie Talbot
<Jackie.Talbot@education.govt.nz>
Subject: NZ History
Kia ora korua,
Pauline mentioned that I would provide you with an update of some work that we are pulling
together with speed (head spinning).
Minister Hipkins has asked us to produce advice about a package to “ensure NZ history is taught
in schools” that could be announced by the PM in October (to coincide with Tuia 250 and the Rā
Maumahara National Day of Commemoration). It is likely our proposed package will have the
following features:

· a focus on embedding NZ history across the whole learning pathway
· boosting our resources and support for teachers to build workforce confidence – we’re

considering a curriculum planning tool similar to Pūtātara that would draw on existing
resources

· strengthening our curriculum expectations from a position of permitting NZ history to
expecting/requiring it at all levels

· development of implementation activities
We have been asked to focus on all NZ history, which is quite a broad scope, so we are also
working on a definition of what this means in terms of curriculum.
Pauline will be taking our initial advice to Agency on Monday.
Ngā mihi
Chris
Christine Dew | Senior Manager | Early Learning & Student Achievement
DDI +6444638961 | Mobile 
33 Bowen Street, Wellington

education.govt.nz

We shape an education system that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes 
He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga 

Document 5
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From: Stephanie McHardie
To: Cat Lunjevich
Cc: ; Mark Grams
Subject: You have been tagged!
Date: Wednesday, 21 August 2019 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Cat
I have an exciting but urgent opportunity for you. On Monday we were tasked with very quickly
coming up with a way to ensure NZ history is taught in all schools. I’ll paste what Christine sent
to the other GMs below for more context.
We need your design-focused brain today to help us come up with some exciting
implementation activities that will encourage teachers to get on board. Can you please catch up
with  when you’re back from your meeting, and I will come and find you when I’m out of
my meeting at 12pm.
Sorry for the crap email commissioning but we need to be more or less done by this afternoon.
P.S. I am actively looking at your procurement plan! Will get it back to you by tonight.
Kia ora korua,
Pauline mentioned that I would provide you with an update of some work that we are pulling
together with speed (head spinning).
Minister Hipkins has asked us to produce advice about a package to “ensure NZ history is taught
in schools” that could be announced by the PM in October (to coincide with Tuia 250 and the Rā
Maumahara National Day of Commemoration). It is likely our proposed package will have the
following features:

· a focus on embedding NZ history across the whole learning pathway
· boosting our resources and support for teachers to build workforce confidence – we’re

considering a curriculum planning tool similar to Pūtātara that would draw on existing
resources

· strengthening our curriculum expectations from a position of permitting NZ history to
expecting/requiring it at all levels

· development of implementation activities
We have been asked to focus on all NZ history, which is quite a broad scope, so we are also
working on a definition of what this means in terms of curriculum.
Pauline will be taking our initial advice to Agency on Monday.
Ngā mihi
Chris
Stephanie McHardie | Acting Senior Manager | Early Learning and Student Achievement
DDI +6444637598 | Mobile 
33 Bowen Street, Wellington

education.govt.nz

We shape an education system that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes 
He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga 
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From: Stephanie McHardie
To: Cat Lunjevich; Hinehou Broughton
Subject: FW: A3 Agency Submission - Aotearoa New Zealand"s History
Date: Thursday, 22 August 2019 4:33:00 PM
Attachments: NZ History A3 - Final.pub

image001.png

FYI
Stephanie McHardie | Acting Senior Manager | Early Learning and Student Achievement
DDI +6444637598 | Mobile 

From: ELSA Mailbox 
Sent: Thursday, 22 August 2019 4:33 p.m.
To: Parliament - @parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: DL Briefings & Reports Hipkins <DLBriefings&ReportsHipkins@education.govt.nz>; Pauline
Cleaver <Pauline.Cleaver@education.govt.nz>; Lauren Foley <Lauren.Foley@education.govt.nz>;
Stephanie McHardie <Stephanie.McHardie@education.govt.nz>; Christine Dew
<Christine.Dew@education.govt.nz>
Subject: A3 Agency Submission - Aotearoa New Zealand's History
Kia ora 
Thank you for the extension on this request.
As requested, please find the attached A3:

· Aotearoa New Zealand’s History: our History
This A3 covers the proposed MoE plans to make the teaching and learning of Aotearoa New
Zealand’s History compulsory within Te Marautanga o Aotearoa and the New Zealand
Curriculum.
This has been approved by Pauline Cleaver, Acting Deputy Secretary – ELSA.
This is to be discussed on Monday, 26 August, at the Minister’s Agency meeting.
Please let me know if you need anything further.
Ngā mihi,

 | Senior Adviser, Governance, Commissioning and Ministerials |
Office of the Deputy Secretary - Early Learning and Student Achievement
DDI +6444637620

education.govt.nz

We shape an education system that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes 
He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga 

Document 7

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



From: Stephanie McHardie
To: Amy Bendall; Anya Pollock
Cc: Christine Dew
Subject: Draft NZ History Cabinet Paper August 2019 v1 (002).docx
Date: Thursday, 29 August 2019 8:19:00 AM
Attachments: Draft NZ History Cabinet Paper August 2019 v1 (002).docx

Amy you are just a legend! Thank you for pulling this together yesterday. I’ve added my thoughts
to Christine’s so our feedback is combined – over to you, Anya.
Curriculum Design will work on the A3 this morning so we should have an updated appendix by
midday.

Document 8
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