


Background 

1. State schools occupy Crown owned land and buildings.

2. When a school closes, the Ministry is obliged to pass on any land it does not require
for educational purposes to Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) for disposal in line
with the provisions of the Public Works Act 1981.

3. In 2014 we declared land associated with Taihape College, including a farm property,
surplus to educational requirements.

4. In 2016, Taihape Area School advised us that it had expected the farm to have been
retained to support its agricultural programmes. Unfortunately the land had already
passed over to LINZ for disposal and is currently being held in relation to the M6kai
Patea treaty claim.

5. We met with the former Education Minister, Hon Tim Macindoe, and local MP, Ian
McKelvie earlier this year to discuss these matters. Following the meeting:

o our secondary-tertiary team met with the school to discuss its long-term vision
for the delivery of agricultural programmes

o we agreed to establish a lease with LINZ to provide the school with uniterrupted
access to the farm to support the delivery of its programmes.

Risks and mitigations 

6. Correspondence from Taihape Area School and local MP, Ian McKelvie, has
previously implied that the school has "ownership" of the farm property, which is not
the case.

7. We understand that the school expected to have ongoing access to the property to
support its educational programmes based on discussions with the then Education
Minister and current Speaker of the House, Hon Trevor Mallard.

8. Unfortunately there had been no formal "re-assignment" of the property following the
closure of Taihape College, and we were unaware that the Area School was using it
for educational delivery. Had this been understood prior to 2014, the land would not
have been placed in disposal.

9. Now that the land is no longer owned by the Ministry, we have taken all possible steps
to ensure no interruption to the school's educational activities.

Next steps 

10. We expect to finalise a lease between the Ministry and LINZ within the next two weeks.
This will provide the school with ongoing access to the farm for the duration the
property is held in the Landbank, which could be several years.

11. Once we know the outcome of the treaty settlement with Mokai Patea, we will be able
to put in place a long-term solution for the school and the wider network.

12. Our aim will be to ensure students in the region have access to the best possible
educational opportunties by exploring a range of options including potential
partnerships with local industry or the need for specialist facilities.




