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13. TEC intends to consult with relevant stakeholders about the findings of the evidence brief 
before finalising and publishing its Investment Brief next year. The Ministry will look for 
opportunities to align our engagement with current ongoing engagement across the 
Ministry and with TEC. 

Proposed change for 2022 

We recommend increasing funding rates for te reo Māori in SAC1-2 from 1 January 2022 

14. In advance of the review, funding for te reo Māori in foundational education could be 
improved. Te reo Māori is in the lowest funding category for SAC1-2 funding at $7,850 per 
EFTS in 2022. This funding sits below the funding rate for English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL). This is a result of the rates set when we moved away from competitive 
funding to allocating funding through the investment plan process in 2018 [METIS 1131582 
refers], as SAC1-2 provision had previously been dominated by one provider.   

15. We recommend increasing the rate for te reo Māori in SAC1-2 to align with the ESOL rate 
of $8,373 per EFTS1. Changes to the funding rate can be made through the SAC1-2 
funding determination in September 2021. This increase for te reo Māori will reflect the 
cost of te reo Māori learning resources and support wider range of teaching approaches, 
while further work on funding provision across the system continues.  

16. This change would primarily benefit Te Wānanga o Aotearoa, which delivered 77 percent 
of SAC1-2 te reo provision in 2019.2 Te Pūkenga subsidiaries delivered 19 percent of te 
reo provision at the levels, with the remainder being delivered by Te Whare Wānanga o 
Awanuiārangi and Te Wānanga o Raukawa. 

17. While there is an argument that instead targeting funding increases at higher levels of 
provision might better incentivise progression that supports the increased fluency goals of 
Maihi Karauna, it is important to have a funding system that reflects and recognises te reo 
Māori as a taonga. The current lower funding for te reo Māori is a concern in the sector, 
especially as it is lower than ESOL. Increasing the rate for te reo Māori to the next funding 
rate3 of ESOL, would: 

• emphasise the Government’s intention to value te reo Māori (in line with key 
government policies and strategies), 

• be a show of good-will to the sector, that the Ministry plan on addressing their 
concerns around te reo Māori and mātauranga Māori funding rates, 

• acknowledge that this is a starting point, while further work is progressed; and 

• would allow more time for the Ministry to engage with the sector and progress work 
on designing medium and/or long-term options, in line with the Māori Medium 
Education work programme. 

 
1 The ESOL funding rate was set higher when SAC level 1-2 rates were set reflecting the higher need 
learners in ESOL, such as some refugees who lacked access to any formal education. 
2 2019 data has been used as 2020 data was impacted by COVID-19 
3 General foundation education, services, trades and supported learning rates will continue to be 
higher (from $8,896 to $13,607 per EFTS). All these foundation programmes are targeted at people 
who do not have foundation qualifications, such as NCEA Level 2. Te reo Māori does not have the 
same focus, as it supports people of all education backgrounds to gain te reo Māori skills, including 
those who have achieved degree-level or higher qualifications.  
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