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Purpose of Report 

1. This paper seeks your approval to draw down a further $4.200 million from the tagged
contingency established by Cabinet to provide a continuation of emergency financial
support to casual workers in State and State-Integrated schools and kura, in response to
the COVID-19 resurgence. It also seeks your agreement to cease automatic emergency
payments to eligible workers when the country moves to managing cases of COVID-19
through the COVID-19 Protection Framework.

Summary 

1. Due to the COVID-19 resurgence in late August 2021, the Emergency Payment Scheme
was re-established for day relief staff and casual workers in State and State-Integrated
schools and kura who are paid by timesheet, and who would have their income significantly
disrupted due to school and kura closures at COVID-19 Alert Levels 4 and 3.

2. The emergency payment is only intended to compensate for the average hours worked
each week and is calculated by offsetting the hours worked at a school and paid by
timesheet during the Alert Level 4 and 3 period.

3. To date support has been provided to casual workers of State and State-Integrated schools
and kura as follows:

a. Approximately $10.800 million was re-prioritised from non-departmental
appropriations for primary, secondary and learning support to enable the
Ministry to make these payments, which initially covered the period of 18 to 24
August.
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