
 

1 

Briefing Note: Growing the Supply of Proficient Te Reo Māori 
Speakers 

To: Hon Kelvin Davis, Associate Minister of Education – (Māori Educat n) 

CC: Hon Chris Hipkins, Minister of Education 

Date: 2 November 2021 Priority: Medium 

Security Level: In Confidence METIS No: 276314 

Drafter: Suzanne Allen DDI:  

Key Contact: Iona Holsted DD :  

Messaging seen by 
Communications team: 

No Round Robin: No 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this briefing note is to advise you of an initiative by Te Papa Kōrero to 
develop a plan, for Ministerial considerati n, to gr w the overall supply of proficient speakers 
to advance the objectives of Maihi Māo i, M ihi Kaurana, growing Māori participation in 
Māori Medium Education and the expecta ion of the Public Service Act 2020.   
                   Noted 

Background 

• In April 2016, Te Tu e mō Te Reo Māori (the Act) was enacted.  The purpose of the 
Act is:  

 to fi st  affirm the status of te reo Māori as the indigenous language of 
A tearoa New Zealand; a taonga of iwi and Māori; a language valued by the 
nation; and, an official language of Aotearoa New Zealand;  

o and second, to provide means to support and revitalise te reo Māori. 
 
 

• Under section 10 of the Act, the Minister for Māori Development must issue a Maihi 
Karauna Strategy.  Under section 11 of the Act, Te Mātāwai must develop and 
approve a Maihi Māori Strategy. 
 

• The Act created a unique partnership derived from Te Whare o Te Reo Mauiora 
model which identifies and describes the way that the Crown and Te Mātāwai work 
together to revitalise te reo Māori. 
 
 

• Te Papa Kōrero is responsible for turning the respective intentions of both Maihi 
Karauna and Maihi Māori into action. 
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