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Annex 1: Transition Option Principles  
The following principles for determining transition options – and by extension the standards 
included in these – were agreed by Ministry of Education and NZQA. The list of standards 
must: 
 
1) represent a significant and coherent step toward the intended future state of strengthened 

literacy and numeracy assessment. 

i) This includes taking into account the workload and logistical implications of 
implementing a standard, or package of standards, in addition to the new co-
requisite assessments. 

2) maintain the credibility of the NCEA qualification and its literacy and numeracy 
requirements by 

i) demanding and credentialling a similar level of literacy and numeracy | te reo 
matatini me te pāngarau achievement as any other pathway; and 

ii) aligning with agreed scores on other equivalent measures of foundational literacy 
and numeracy (e.g., LNAAT, e-asTTle). 

3) enable equitable assessment opportunities for all ākonga  

i) across English- and Māori-medium settings; and 

ii) not disadvantaging underserved groups such as Māori, Pacific, and disabled 
students in all settings. 

4) support kaiako wellbeing by minimising workload and logistical challenges associated with 
implementation.  

5) support ākonga wellbeing by providing clarity and minimising disruption. 

6) strike a balance between placing positive pressure on the system to improve teaching and 
learning of literacy and numeracy and ensuring ākonga pathways are not compromised. 

7) be feasible to deliver in all NCEA settings, contexts, and curricula (e.g., Realm countries, 
tertiary and alternative education, Māori medium, Corrections, and no-digital-access 
contexts. 



 

Annex 2 – List of Level 1 assessment standards to be recognised towards the co-requisite for the duration of the transitional period (Recommended option) 
Subject Title Internal / 

External 
Credits Literacy Te Reo 

Matatini 
Numeracy / 
Pāngarau 

Reference 
Level 1 
N/A Read written texts to understand ideas and information External 5 Yes No No 32403 

N/A Write texts to communicate ideas and information External 5 Yes No No 32405 

N/A Use mathematics and statistics to meet the numeracy demands of a range of situations External 10 No No Yes 32406 

N/A Ka mārama, ka whakamahi i te reo kia tutuki ai tētahi pūtakenga whakawhiti kōrero External 10 No Yes No 32414 

N/A Te whakamahi pāngarau me te tauanga hei whakatutuki i ngā hiahia pāngarau o ngā pūāhua whai take External 10 No No No 32412 

English Demonstrate understanding of how context shapes verbal language use Internal 5 Yes No No 91924 

 Demonstrate understanding of specific aspects of studied text Internal 5 Yes No No 91925 

 Develop ideas in writing using stylistic and written conventions External 5 Yes No No 91926 

 Demonstrate understanding of significant aspects of unfamiliar texts External 5 Yes No No 91927 

Mathematics and Statistics Explore data using a statistical enquiry process Internal 5 No No Yes 91944 

 Use mathematical methods to explore problems that relate to life in Aotearoa New Zealand or the Pacific Internal 5 No No Yes 91945 

 Interpret and apply mathematical and statistical information in context External 5 No No Yes 91946 

 Demonstrate mathematical reasoning External 5 No No Yes 91947 

Te Reo Māori1 Te tautohu i ētahi pānga o mua ki te mauri ora o te reo Internal 6 Yes Yes No 92092 

 Te whakamahi i ngā momo āhuatanga o te reo e rere ai te reo Internal 4 Yes Yes No 92093 

 Te tautohu i ētahi mātāpono Māori kei roto i te reo External 4 Yes Yes No 92094 

 Te whakaatu i te māramatanga ki te tika o te reo External 6 Yes Yes No 92095 

Te Reo Rangatira Te whakamārama i tētahi kaupapa kua ākona Internal 6 No Yes No 92073 

 Te whakamārama i te pānga o te horopaki ki te reo Internal 6 No Yes No 92074 

 Te whakamārama i ngā āhuatanga motuhake o tētahi momo reo kua ākona External 4 No Yes No 92076 

 Te whakamahi i tētahi rautaki reo External 4 No Yes No 92075 

Pāngarau Te whakamahi whakaaro tau whaitake hei whakaoti rapanga Internal 5 No No Yes 92065 

 Te tūhura pūāhua tauanga, pūāhua tūpono Internal 5 No No Yes 92066 

 Te whakamahi tikanga taurangi hei whakaoti rapanga External 5 No No Yes 92067 

 Te whakamahi whakaaro āhuahanga me te ine hei whakaoti rapanga External 5 No No Yes 92068 

Physics, Earth, and Space 
Science 

Demonstrate understanding of energy in a physical system External 5 No No Yes 92047 

Chemistry and Biology Demonstrate understanding of genetic variation in relation to an identified characteristic External 5 Yes No No 92022 

 
1 Te Reo Māori can be used towards either te reo matatini or literacy. 



 

Science Demonstrate understanding of a science-informed response to a local issue Internal 5 Yes No No 91920 

 Demonstrate understanding of science-related claims in communicated information External 5 Yes No No 91923 

Agricultural and 
Horticultural Science 

Demonstrate understanding of a life process and how it is managed in a primary production system Internal 6 Yes No No 91928 

Commerce Demonstrate understanding of an organisation’s financial decision making Internal 5 No No Yes 92028 

 Demonstrate understanding of how interdependent financial relationships are affected by an event External 5 Yes No No 92030 

 Demonstrate understanding of how an organisation's financial viability is affected by an event External 5 Yes No No 92031 

Geography Explore te taiao using data Internal 5 No No Yes 91933 

 Demonstrate understanding of the spatial distribution of phenomena and its impacts within te taiao Internal 5 Yes No No 91932 

 Demonstrate understanding of how natural processes operate within te taiao External 5 Yes No No 91934 

 Demonstrate understanding of geographic decision-making in Aotearoa New Zealand or the Pacific External 5 Yes No No 91935 

History Demonstrate understanding of the significance of a historical context Internal 5 Yes   92025 

 Demonstrate understanding of historical concepts in contexts of significance to Aotearoa New Zealand External 5 Yes   92026 

 Demonstrate understanding of perspectives on a historical context External 5 Yes   92027 

Religious Studies Demonstrate understanding of the development of a community that shares religious or spiritual beliefs Internal 5 Yes   91916 

 Demonstrate understanding of how a significant narrative relates to a religious or spiritual tradition Internal 5 Yes   91917 

 Demonstrate understanding of a characteristic of religious or spiritual traditions External 5 Yes   91918 

 Demonstrate understanding of a religious or spiritual community's perspective on an issue External 5 Yes   91919 

Social Studies Demonstrate understanding of findings of a Social Studies inquiry Internal 5 Yes   92048 

 Demonstrate understanding of decisions made in relation to a contemporary social issue External 5 Yes   92050 

 Describe a social action undertaken to support or challenge a system External 5 Yes   92051 

Tikanga-ā-Iwi Te whakaatu māramatanga ki ngā take e pāpā ana ki te reo Māori Internal 6 No Yes No 92077 

 Te whakaatu māramatanga ki ngā take tuakiri tangata Internal 6 No Yes No 92079 

 Te whakaatu māramatanga ki ngā tikanga Māori e pā ana ki te pupuri me te tuku mātauranga External 4 No Yes No 92080 

 Te whakaatu māramatanga ki ngā tirohanga kē ki tētahi kaupapa Tikanga ā-Iwi External 4 No Yes No 92081 

Pūtaiao Te torotoro i te mātauranga pūtaiao e hāngai ana ki te ao tūroa Internal 5 No Yes No 92069 

 Te torotoro i te mātauranga pūtaiao o onamata, hei oranga mō inamata me anamata Internal 5 No Yes No 92070 

 Te tūhura i ngā kōrero tuku iho e pā ana ki tētahi kaupapa taiao ā-iwi External 5 No Yes No 92071 

 Te whakahāngai i te mātauranga e pā ana ki ngā atua ki tētahi kaupapa taiao External 5 No Yes No 92072 

Totals 55 23 / 32 291 29 17 12 -- 



 

Annex 3 - List of Level 2 and 3 assessment standards to be recognised towards the co-requisite for the duration of the transitional period (Recommended option) 
Subject Title Internal / 

External 
Credits Literacy Te Reo 

Matatini 
Numeracy / 
Pāngarau 

Reference 
Level 2 
English Analyse specified aspect(s) of studied written text(s), supported by evidence  External 4 Yes No No 91098 

 Analyse specified aspect(s) of studied visual or oral text(s), supported by evidence  External 4 Yes No No 91099 

 Analyse significant aspects of unfamiliar written text(s) through close reading, supported by evidence  External 4 Yes No No 91100 

 Produce a selection of crafted and controlled writing  Internal 6 Yes No No 91101 

 Construct and deliver a crafted and controlled oral text  Internal 3 Yes No No 91102 

 Create a crafted and controlled visual and verbal text  Internal 3 Yes No No 91103 

 Analyse significant connections across texts, supported by evidence  Internal 4 Yes No No 91104 

 Use information literacy skills to form developed conclusion(s)  Internal 4 Yes No No 91105 

 Form developed personal responses to independently read texts, supported by evidence  Internal 4 Yes No No 91106 

 Analyse aspects of visual and/or oral text(s) through close viewing and/or listening, supported by evidence  Internal 3 Yes No No 91107 

Mathematics and Statistics Apply coordinate geometry methods in solving problems  Internal 2 No No Yes 91256 

 Apply graphical models in solving problems  Internal 4 No No Yes 91257 

 Apply sequences and series in solving problems  Internal 2 No No Yes 91258 

 Apply trigonometric relationships in solving problems  Internal 3 No No Yes 91259 

 Use networks in solving problems  Internal 2 No No Yes 91260 

 Apply algebraic methods in solving problems  External 4 No No Yes 91261 

 Apply calculus methods in solving problems  External 5 No No Yes 91262 

 Design a questionnaire  Internal 3 No No Yes 91263 

 Use statistical methods to make an inference  Internal 4 No No Yes 91264 

 Conduct an experiment to investigate a situation using statistical methods  Internal 3 No No Yes 91265 

 Evaluate a statistically based report  Internal 2 No No Yes 91266 

 Apply probability methods in solving problems  External 4 No No Yes 91267 

 Investigate a situation using a simulation  Internal 2 No No Yes 91268 

 Apply systems of equations in solving problems  Internal 2 No No Yes 91269 

Te Reo Māori2 Whakarongo kia mōhio ki te reo o te ao torotoro  Internal 4 Yes Yes No 91284 

 Kōrero kia whakamahi i te reo o te ao torotoro  Internal 6 Yes Yes No 91285 

 Pānui kia mōhio ki te reo o te ao torotoro  External 6 Yes Yes No 91286 

 
2 Te Reo Māori can be used towards either te reo matatini or literacy. 



 

 Tuhi i te reo o te ao torotoro  External 6 Yes Yes No 91287 

 Waihanga tuhinga i te reo o te ao torotoro  Internal 6 Yes Yes No 91288 

Te Reo Rangatira Te whakarongo ki ngā tohunga reo External 3 No Yes No 92073 

 Te wetewete i ngā tuhinga tuatahi Internal 3 No Yes No  

 Te pānui i ngā tuhinga tawhito External 3 No Yes No  

 Te tuhi kōrero whakaae rānei, whakahē rānei External 3 No Yes No  

 Te tito i te whakaari Internal 4 No Yes No  

 Te tito i tētahi pakiwaitara poto Internal 5 No Yes No  

 Te whakarite i te whaituhi roa mō te takenga o te reo Māori Internal 5 No Yes No  

 Te kōrero i te pakiwaitara Internal 4 No Yes No  

 Te whakahāngai i ngā kōrero o nehe ki te ao hou hei kōrero ōhia Internal 3 No Yes No  

 Te wetewete kaupapa Internal 3 No Yes No 92074 

 Te tūhura me te pūrongo i te reo peha Internal 4 No Yes No 92076 

 Te Tūhura i ngā tikanga o te reo Internal 4 No Yes No 92075 

Pāngarau Te whakahaere rangahau pāngarau Internal 3 No No Yes 91765 

 Te tātari i te reo motuhake o tētahi kōrero pāngarau Internal 3 No No Yes 91581 

Totals 43 32 / 11 159 15 17 16 -- 

 
 

Subject Title Internal / 
External 

Credits Literacy Te Reo 
Matatini 

Numeracy / 
Pāngarau 

Reference 
Level 3 
English Respond critically to specified aspect(s) of studied written text(s), supported by evidence External 4 Yes No No 91472 

 Respond critically to specified aspect(s) of studied visual or oral text(s), supported by evidence External 4 Yes No No 91473 

 Respond critically to significant aspects of unfamiliar written texts through close reading, supported by evidence External 4 Yes No No 91474 

 Produce a selection of fluent and coherent writing which develops, sustains, and structures ideas Internal 6 Yes No No 91475 

 Create and deliver a fluent and coherent oral text which develops, sustains, and structures ideas Internal 3 Yes No No 91476 

 Create a fluent and coherent visual text which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using verbal and visual 
language 

Internal 3 Yes No No 91477 

 Respond critically to significant connections across texts, supported by evidence Internal 4 Yes No No 91478 

 Develop an informed understanding of literature and/or language using critical texts Internal 4 Yes No No 91479 

 Respond critically to significant aspects of visual and/or oral text(s) through close reading, supported by 
evidence 

Internal 3 Yes No No 91480 

Mathematics and Statistics Apply the geometry of conic sections in solving problems Internal 2 No No Yes 91573 

 Apply linear programming methods in solving problems Internal 4 No No Yes 91574 



 

 Apply trigonometric methods in solving problems Internal 2 No No Yes 91575 

 Use critical path analysis in solving problems Internal 3 No No Yes 91576 

 Apply the algebra of complex numbers in solving problems External 2 No No Yes 91577 

 Apply differentiation methods in solving problems External 4 No No Yes 91578 

 Apply integration methods in solving problems External 5 No No Yes 91579 

 Investigate times series data Internal 3 No No Yes 91580 

 Investigate bivariate measurement data Internal 4 No No Yes 91581 

 Use statistical methods to make a formal inference Internal 3 No No Yes 91582 

 Conduct an experiment to investigate a situation using experimental design principles Internal 2 No No Yes 91583 

 Evaluate statistically based reports External 4 No No Yes 91584 

 Apply probability concepts in solving problems External 2 No No Yes 91585 

 Apply probability distributions in solving problems External 2 No No Yes 91586 

 Apply systems of simultaneous equations in solving problems Internal 3 No No Yes 91587 

Te Reo Māori3 Whakarongo kia mōhio ki te reo Māori o te ao whānui Internal 4 Yes Yes No 91650 

 Kōrero kia whakamahi i te reo Māori o te ao whānui Internal 6 Yes Yes No 91651 

 Pānui kia mōhio ki te reo Māori o te ao whānui  External 6 Yes Yes No 91652 

 Tuhi i te reo Māori o te ao whānui  External 6 Yes Yes No 91653 

 Waihanga tuhinga whai take i te reo Māori o te ao whānui Internal 6 Yes Yes No 91654 

Te Reo Rangatira Te tātari i te kōrero ohorere hei whakaputa i te kōrero tene Internal 3 No Yes No 91650 

 Te tātari i te ahunga o te reo External 3 No Yes No 91803 

 Te whakatairite i ngā putanga pūrākau Internal 4 No Yes No 91804 

 Te tūhura i ngā tuhinga raupeka External 4 No Yes No 91805 

 Te whakarite i te whaikōrero rangatira Internal 5 No Yes No 91806 

 Te whakaoti tuhinga External 3 No Yes No 91807 

 Te tito i te upoko pukapuka Internal 6 No Yes No 91808 

 Te tūhura i te reo takitaki Internal 4 No Yes No 91809 

 Te whakarite i te rautaki whakawhanake reo Internal 4 No Yes No 91810 

Totals 37 23  / 14 144 14 14 15 -- 

 
3 Te Reo Māori can be used towards either te reo matatini or literacy. 



 

Annex 4 - List of restricted usage assessment standards for literacy 
Subject Title Internal / 

External 
Credits 

NZSL Interact in New Zealand Sign Language to share and respond 
to information, ideas, and opinions 

Internal 5 

 Communicate in New Zealand Sign Language in relation to a 
cultural context 

Internal 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of New Zealand Sign Language 
related to everyday contexts 

External 5 

 Respond in New Zealand Sign Language related to everyday 
contexts 

External 5 

Vagahau Niue Interact in spoken Vagahau Niue to share and respond to 
information, ideas, and opinions 

Internal 5 

 Communicate in Vagahau Niue in relation to a cultural 
context 

Internal 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of written Vagahau Niue related 
to everyday contexts 

External 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of spoken Vagahau Niue related 
to everyday contexts 

External 5 

Gagana Tokelau Interact in spoken Gagana Tokelau to share and respond to 
information, ideas, and opinions 

Internal 5 

 Communicate in Gagana Tokelau in relation to a cultural 
context 

Internal 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of written Gagana Tokelau 
related to everyday contexts 

External 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of spoken Gagana Tokelau 
related to everyday contexts 

External 5 

Te Reo Māori Kūki 
‘Āirani 

Interact in spoken Te Reo Māori Kūki ‘Āirani to share and 
respond to information, ideas, and opinions 

Internal 5 

 Communicate in Te Reo Māori Kūki ‘Āirani in relation to a 
cultural context 

Internal 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of written Te Reo Māori Kūki 
‘Āirani related to everyday contexts 

External 5 

 Demonstrate understanding of spoken Te Reo Māori Kūki 
‘Āirani related to everyday contexts 

External 5 

English for 
Academic Purposes 

Write a short text under test conditions in English for an 
academic purpose 

Internal 5 

N/A Read and apply understanding in English for academic 
purposes 

Internal 6 

 Write to communicate ideas for a purpose and audience Internal 4 



 

 Read texts with understanding Internal 3 

 Actively participate in spoken interactions Internal 3 

 Use number to solve problems Internal 4 

 Interpret statistical information for a purpose Internal 3 

 Use measurement to solve problems Internal 3 

Totals 24 16 / 8 111 
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