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Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to provide you with information on a proposal by the Villa
Education Trust (VET) that you establish-a designated character school in Auckland, the Mt
Hobson Academy (Year 7—15):

We recommend that thisiapplication is declined and not progressed to consultation.

Summary

1. On 8 March 2021 we received an application from the Villa Education Trust (VET) asking
you'to establish a Year 7-15 designated character school in central Auckland with a
maximum roll of 240. The applicant has noted that the proposed maximum could be
doubled to 480 students.

2. The proposed Year 7-15 designated character school is the same as the designated
character of Middle School West Auckland, and South Auckland Middle School which
provide education for Years 7-10. You have previously been satisfied that this character
meets the statutory requirements for a designated character school [METIS 1130697
and 1145229 refer].

3.  As part of the application VET has provided several references and letters of support to
demonstrate there is a desire for this type of specialised education.
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South Auckland Middle School (SAMS)

Year March Actual Maximum roll
2019 179 180

2020 175 180

2021 180 180

Middle School West Auckland (MSWA)

Year March Actual Maximum roll

2019 195 180 for West Auckland Middle School and 60
at the off- site location (Pohutukawa Villa)

2020 160

2021 180

30. As part of the application VET has provided several references and letters of support
to demonstrate there is a desire for this type of specialised education. These are listed
on the table below.

12 April 2021

29 March 2021

26 March 2021

1 September 2020

29 August 2019

3 December 2019

3 December 2019

Undated (submitted with the
Application 8 March 2021)




31.

32.

33.

Testimonials in support were also submitted by students and/or their parents. The
applicant has also resubmitted the demand survey that was compiled by
(who is a parent of a child at Mt Hobson Middle School).

The applicant also raises the issue of pathways for the students currently attending
South Auckland Middle School (SAMS) and Middle School West Auckland (MSWA).
The application comments that “many of the students leaving SAMS and MSWA at the
end of Year 10 have expressed a desire to stay within our structure and attend the
Villa NCEA Academy [Mt Hobson] but have been unable to afford to do so”.

Currently students at SAMS can move onto a number of state secondary schoals within
the network. The largest numbers of these students attend Manurewa High School,
James Cook High School and Alfriston College. While they may not provide the distinct
special character offered at SAMS and MSWA, all state schools have suppert available
for diverse learners. The ability to move to a school of similar character for Year 11-15
would be an option that families could pursue if you choose to establish the school.

Property

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

The Ministry has an existing long-term strategicland-acquisition pipeline, to purchase
sites for new schools outlined in the National Education Growth Plan. As part of this,
the Ministry has, for a number of years, been unsuccessfully seeking land for a new
state primary school in the same geographical area as preferred by the applicant.

Property provision for the proposed designated character school is not included in any
existing property pipeline, and no funding has been allocated to address the cost of
property provision. The area identified for the proposed school is costly, and land
acquisition processes are likely to be lengthy and expensive when compared to other
new schools’ projects, for example in greenfield areas.

If you establish the school the Ministry will need to source the necessary property to
support the maximum roll, as it would for any other state school.

If greenfield property was required for the proposed school this would negatively
impact on this investment pipeline, and unless additional new funding was provided,
other property initiatives would need to be cancelled or delayed, or this new proposed
school would need to wait until funding for it was available.

As part of the application process, the applicant has provided information on two sites
that it considers as examples for potential locations for the school. It should be noted
that cost implications are subject to change as available leased premises will change
over time as consultation progresses. Initial assessments indicate:

e 280 Queen Street: this is an older building and has potential maintenance needs.
We are unsure as to what spaces are available, however floor plates for this
building are 1,000 square metres. This would attract a gross rental of $363,520
(GST excl) per annum, carparks would be approximately $124,800 - $187,200 and
opex $103,200 per annum. This is a total of approximately $591,520 - $653,920
per annum.
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PART A
This section is to be completed by filling in the details on this application form.
SECTION 1

DETAILS ABOUT THE APPLICANT GROUP

Name of applicant group ....Villa Education Trust............coco...

Chairperson
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