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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this paper is for you to: 

Note  that statistics on provider-based tertiary qualification completions in 2020 will be 
published on Education Counts on 29 July 2021.  

Summary 

• The number of domestic students completing a tertiary qualification decreased 
between 2019 and 2020 by 9,565 or 8.5%. The number of international students 
completing a qualification decreased by 1,125 or 4.7%. Disruption due to the COVID-
19 pandemic appears to have caused a greater decline in 2020 than in previous years. 
The percentage decreases were greater for males than females, and were much 
greater for Māori than for other ethnic groups. This large percentage decrease for 
Māori students was solely for below-degree-level qualifications. 
 

• Domestic completion rates for Level 4 certificates decreased slightly from 66% in 2019 
to 64% in 2020. However, bachelors degree completion rates remained steady at 67%. 
Completion rates for Level 4 certificates decreased in 2020 for all ethnic groups, while 
for bachelors degrees they were steady. Women and those studying full-time have 
higher qualification completion rates than men and part-time students respectively. 
 

• Retention rates measure how long students persist in their studies including students 
who completed their qualification. The latest 8-year retention rate for all types of 
domestic study and all qualification levels is 75%. For full-time study, the retention rate 
is 83%. 
 

• Graduate progression rates in 2020 were very similar to those of 2019, apparently 
unaffected by COVID-19.  
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Proactive Release  

 

a agree that the Ministry of Education release this briefing in full once it has been 
considered by you. 

Agree  Disagree 
 
 

 
 
 

 Shona Ramsay Hon Chris Hipkins 
Senior Manager Minister of Education 
Graduate Achievement, Vocations and Careers 
 
 
14/07/2021 __/__/____ 
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Next steps 

12. The Ministry of Education will update the tertiary retention and achievement tables on 
Education Counts on 29 July 2021. 
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