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Section 9(2)(g)(i)  to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinion 

 
Some deletions have been made from the documents as the information withheld does not fall 
within scope of the Minister’s portfolio responsibilities, and is not relevant to the proactive release of 
this material. 
  
You can read the Official Information Act 1982 here: 
http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1982/0156/latest/DLM64785.html 
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Cabinet 
 

Minute of Decision 
 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

 
 
Report of the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee: Period Ended 
17 December 2021 

On 20 December 2021, Cabinet made the following decisions on the work of the Cabinet Social 
Wellbeing Committee for the period ended 17 December 2021: 
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SWC-21-MIN-0229 Additional Item: Broadening Eligibility Criteria 
for Border Exceptions 
Portfolios: Education 

CONFIRMED 

 
 
 
 
 
Michael Webster 
Secretary of the Cabinet 

Out of scope
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Cabinet Social Wellbeing 
Committee 
Minute of Decision 

 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

 
 
Additional Item: Broadening Eligibility Criteria for Border Exceptions 

 
Portfolio Education 

 
 
On 15 December 2021, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee: 

 
1 noted that in June 2021, Cabinet agreed to a class exception for up to 300 teachers (plus 

partners and dependent children) over the next twelve months for those that meet specified 
eligibility criteria [CAB-21-MIN-0212]; 

 
2 noted that the Border Exceptions Ministerial Group have agreed to broaden the eligibility 

criteria for overseas qualified teacher border class exception by: 
 

2.1 allowing all early learning services, state and state-integrated schools, and kura to 
apply; 

 
2.2 allowing all subject teachers, including STEM, to be eligible; 

 
2.3 removing the cap of two applications per school/service; 

 
3 noted that the above changes do not increase the total number of teacher border exceptions 

approved by Cabinet in June 2021; 
 
4 confirmed the decisions in paragraph 2 above; 

 
5 invited the Minister of Immigration to certify Immigration Instructions to give effect to the 

decisions in paragraph 2 above. 
 
 
 

Rachel Clarke 
Committee Secretary 

 
Attendance (see over) Proa

cti
ve

ly 
Rele

as
ed



I N   C O N F I D E N C E 
SWC-21-MIN-0229 

2 
I N   C O N F I D E N C E 5vmz8z3skc 2022-01-21 12:10:46 
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Hon Dr Megan Woods 
Hon Chris Hipkins 
Hon Carmel Sepuloni (Chair) 
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Hon David Parker 
Hon Poto Williams 
Hon Damien O’Connor 
Hon Kris Faafoi 
Hon Peeni Henare 
Hon Willie Jackson 
Hon Aupito William Sio 
Hon Meka Whaitiri 
Hon Priyanca Radhakrishnan 

Office of the Prime Minister 
Office of the Chair 
Officials Committee for SWC 
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