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Background on state integrated schools 

10. There are 334 state integrated schools, educating around 90,000 students across New
Zealand. This is nearly 12% of students in all schools.

11. These schools have a special character most commonly of a religious nature. State
integrated schools include a range of Christian schools (Catholic, Anglican,
Presbyterian, bible-based Christian), three Islamic schools, and a Jewish school.
There are also schools that have a particular philosophy (the Rudolph Steiner Schools
and a Montessori School), and there are four integrated schools that are kura.

12. The arrangements for state integrated schools originated in the mid-1970s as a
solution to the financial difficulties faced by the Catholic private school sector. State
integrated schools are subject to many of the same legislative provisions as other state
schools, with some exceptions mainly designed to protect their special character.

13. Each school's Integration Deed with the Crown stipulates a maximum roll.

14. The Ministry funds state integrated schools as it does state schools for their operational
funding and staffing. As the property at these schools is owned by their proprietor, the
Ministry funds the proprietor for maintenance of the buildings (it funds boards in state
schools). The maintenance funding for state integrated schools is called Policy 1
funding (in state schools it is called 5YA funding).

15. In recent years, in areas of high population growth, the Crown may provide Policy 2
funding, which contributes towards the costs of building either new classrooms or a
new integrated school. In the 2023 Budget, this funding is not available.

Proactive Release 

16. It is recommended that this briefing is proactively released, with any information
needing to be withheld done so in line with the provisions of the Official Information Act
1982.

Annexes 

The following are annexed to this paper: 

Annex 1: 

Annex 2: 

Annex 3: 
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