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Annex two: Current service and supports for ākonga with the highest needs.  
 Service/ support Access Numbers supported in 2019-20 Funding 
Ongoing 
Resourcing 
Scheme (ORS) 

Supports Ākonga 5-21 years with the highest level of need. ORS has two levels: High and Very 
High. ORS funding provides services and supports including specialists, specialist teachers, teacher 
aides and a consumables grant. Ākonga may learn in their local school, independent school, a 
specialist school, Te Kura or through a home-schooling programme.  

Applications considered against set 
criteria by a panel of verifiers. 
About 1.2% of the total schooling 
population are supported through the 
ORS  

10,160 ākonga across all 
school settings as at 1 July 
2020 

$150 million in 2019-20 for teacher aide and specialist 
support and consumables 
Specialist teacher time is funded through the school 
staffing entitlement. 

Day Specialist 
Schools 

There are 27 day specialist schools that support students in Years 1-13 funded through the ORS, 
whose needs cannot be met in a local school. 36.8% of those funded through the ORS, were 
enrolled at a specialist school as at July 1, 2020.  
Specialist schools may have satellite classes that are based in regular schools. Some day specialist 
schools also provide a Specialist Teacher Outreach Service (STOS). 
There is increasing demand for enrolment at a day specialist school. 

Access through a Section 37 Specialist 
Education Agreement between the 
Secretary for Education and the parent 
and subject to a school having 
sufficient room 

3685 ākonga as at 1 July 2020 
 
661 ākonga supported through 
the STOS as at 1 July 2020. 

Day Specialist schools receive staffing entitlements and 
operational funding as for state schools. They also 
manage the ORS funding for enrolled students. 
$990,350 for STOS service in 2019-20 

Other fund holder 
schools 

20 state schools and one private school with groups of ORS funded ākonga hold the ORS funds for 
their ākonga and provide services and supports.   

 783 ākonga enrolled in 
mainstream and one private 
fundholder schools as at 1 July 
2020 

Fund holder schools receive staffing entitlements and 
operational funding as for state schools. They also 
manage the ORS funding for enrolled students 

Sensory 
Specialist Schools 

Ko Taku Reo-Deaf Education New Zealand (Ko Taku Reo) provides a national network of services 
for ākonga who are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH). 
The Blind and Low Vision Education Network (BLENNZ) provides support for ākonga who are blind 
or have low vision.  
Most ākonga are supported at their local school. Ākonga who learn in local schools may have a high 
level of needs and be funded through the ORS or may have more moderate needs.  

Ko Taku Reo- ākonga are enrolled 
because they are deaf or hard of 
hearing and require specialist teaching 
to access the curriculum.   
BLENNZ- referrals by parents, 
educators, and specialists. Ākonga will 
have a documented eye condition 
reducing vision to 6/18 or less.  

84 Ākonga enrolled at Ko Taku 
Reo 
2612 ākonga supported in their 
local school. 
47 ākonga enrolled at 
BLENNZ 
1536 ākonga supported in their 
local school. 

$11.5m 2019-20 Ko Taku Reo 
$7.4m 2019-20 BLENNZ  
 
The schools receive staffing entitlements and operational 
funding and manage the ORS funding for their students.  

Regional Health 
Schools 

Three Regional Health Schools (RHS) provide teaching for ākonga who are unwell and unable to 
learn in their local school. 
 

Applications considered against criteria 
and information from medical 
specialists. All who meet criteria are 
supported.  

2,423 ākonga in 2019-20 $5m 2019-20 
The schools receive staffing entitlements and operational 
funding 

School High 
needs Health 
Fund (SHHNF) 

Provides short term funding for teacher aide support to help students with health needs develop 
independence in managing their health condition 
 

Applications considered against set 
criteria including medical 
recommendation.  

1544 ākonga as at July 1, 
2020  
 

$11.5m 2019-20 

Te Kahu Tōī IWS 
(IWS) and Te 
Awa Unit (TAU) 

Supports ākonga aged 5–14 years who have highly complex learning, social and behavioural 
difficulties at home, school and in the community. Ākonga are supported in their local communities 
through a wraparound plan. A short stay at a residential school may also be part of the plan. IWS 
also supports rangatahi (11-17 years) in the care of Oranga Tamariki (OT) at the TAU in Auckland. 

Applications are considered against 
set criteria. There is a target of 437 
ākonga supported by IWS annually 

439 ākonga supported through 
Te Kahu Tōī IWS and TAU in 
2019-20 

$11.5m 2019-20.  

Residential 
Specialist Schools 

Three Residential Specialist Schools (RSS) support ākonga with social, behavioural and learning 
needs: Westbridge Residential School (Auckland); Salisbury School (Nelson); Halswell Residential 
College (Christchurch)  
Ākonga may enrol at one of these schools as an identified intervention within an IWS plan or 
through the Residential Specialist School only (RSS only) enrolment pathway which has been 
established for those who do not want or require intensive wraparound services. 
Note, ākonga start and finish their enrolment at different times during a school year and the 
maximum period of enrolment for each ākonga is expected to be no more than 18 months. 

Applications submitted by MOE, RTLB 
and Day Specialist Schools and 
considered against criteria by regional 
panels for IWS and school enrolment 
panels for the RSS only applications. 
Combined notional roll of 84 in 2019-
20. 
 

52 students across the 3 
school in 2019-20 

$7.9m 2019-2020  
 
Staffing entitlements and operational funding are provided 
as for state schools and the schools manage the funds for 
ākonga supported through the ORS. 
 

Tamariki in the 
care of OT 

Kingslea School delivers education to children and young people who are in the care or custody of 
OT throughout New Zealand. It operates on six OT residential sites and one Ministry of Education 
site. Some ākonga may be enrolled for a short time only.  
Central Regional Health (CRHS) School provides education at one care and protection residence 
and one youth justice Facility 

Placement by Oranga Tamariki. 
Kingslea - combined notional roll of 
176 2019-20. 
CRHS combined notional roll of 65 in 
2019-20. 

635 ākonga supported by 
Kingslea in in 2019-20 

The schools receive staffing entitlements and operational 
funding  

 
 

Total   24661 $206,385,267 
 
Notes and assumptions: 
• Key costs for services are shown. The figures give an indication of costs for services and supports rather than a complete representation and should not be used for public release. 
• Services and supports are funded, and data is collected and reported in different ways and may not be directly comparable.  
• Ākonga numbers as at July 1 have been considered as the total number for the year. Actual numbers could be greater as ākonga move in and out of the service throughout the year. Supports may be provided in the short or long term. 

Services may be funded on actual or notional rolls. Ākonga may be represented in more than one service.   
• Schools also receive staffing entitlements and operational funding which are not included here unless specifically itemised in a resourcing notice. 
• Some services include ākonga with high and moderate needs e.g. regional services provided by the sensory schools. Funding for the sensory schools includes funding for pre-schoolers with sensory needs. 
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