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Purpose of report

This paper seeks your approval to consult on a proposal by the board of Omanaia School
(1060) for redesignation of the school as a designated character kura-a-iwi under section 200
of the Education and Training Act 2020 (the Act). The change is proposed to take effect from
Term 2, 2021.

We recommend you agree to this consultation.

Summary

T

Omanaia School is a state co-educational, decile 1, Year 1 — 8 primary school in a
remote rural area south of Hokianga Harbour. In 2021 the school will have been in
operation for 140 years. All students, and most staff and members of the Omanaia
School Board (the Board) are associated with the Hokianga based sub-tribes of Ngapuhi
iwi.

Other than a significant drop to 14 students in 2014, the school's roll has remained
between 29 and 64 since 2010 and was 48 on 1 March 2020. Between 80% and 100%
of students have historically been of Maori descent. The kura moved to full level 2 Maori
immersion status in 2017.

The Board first began the process for a proposed redesignation to operating as a
designated character school with Nga Kura a lwi o Aotearoa around 2011. The last
consultation was initiated in 2013 before internal school issues caused the process to
stall.

In late 2019 Nga Kura a Iwi o Aotearoa accepted Omanaia School's application for
membership (see Annex 1) and will actively support a kura-a-iwi designated character
school, should this be approved.






16 12 2020
















































rtendance Qek (eter 313119













- Glievdavice  Rea - 5710/


















