
What is the Equity Index (EQI)?

The Equity Index (EQI) is a tool we use to 
target additional funding and resources to 
schools and kura. 

We know that outside of school there are 
some key things that might make it easier, 
or harder, for a child to do well. Like how 
a child’s own parents did at school. If both 
did well at school,  
they’re more likely to be able to help their 
child do the same. 

 The EQI is a statistical model that tells us 
the extent to which a school’s students 
might face socio-economic barriers that 
could get in the way of them achieving at 
school. It tells us if a school or kura is likely 
to have more or less students who need 
extra support because of these factors. It 
is not a reflection of a school’s teaching 
quality, culture, student ability or student 
achievement. The EQI does not measure 
school quality. 

The EQI will be updated annually and gives 
us a number between 344 and 569 for 
each school or kura. A higher number tells 
us we need to target more of our funding 
and resources to that school or kura. 

What information does it use?

The EQI uses data in the Statistics NZ 
Integrated Data Infrastructure (IDI), 
a database made up of government 
administrative data. This data held in 
the IDI is de-identified, meaning that 
information like names, dates of birth, 
and addresses has been removed. All 
information in the IDI is confidential.

The only information that comes out of 
the IDI is a single number for each school. 
We don’t see any of the information that’s 
behind that number and it doesn’t tell 
us anything about any student, family or 
whānau.

What is it used for?

We built the EQI to help distribute Equity 
funding. Equity funding makes up about 
3% of all schools’ funding but can make a 
big difference for a school or kura. We also 
consider the EQI for other resources like 
the Donations Scheme. 
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Average EQI by Region
National Average

 463

The EQI is NOT a measure  
of school quality. It is used  
by the Ministry to target 
equity funding and resources.
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How funding is calculated

Read more about the Equity Index at  
https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/changes-in-education/equity-index/  

Have questions? Email: equity.index@education.govt.nz


