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Dear  

Thank you for your email of 16 January 2019, to the Ministry of Education to request the following 
information: 

All advice, briefings, or communication the Ministry of Education or Minister of Education 

has received, passed on about, or had with: 

- Mike King

- The Tu Kotahi pilot programme

On 7 February 2018, we transferred responsibility for responding to emails on this subject matter to 
the Ministry of Health, in its capacity as the agency responsible for the Tu Kotahi Governance Group, 
under section 14(b)(ii) of the Act, as this aspect of your request is more closely connected to its 
functions. 

This letter provides a response to the remaining parts of your request, for: advice or briefings the 
Ministry of Education has received, passed on or had with Mike King or the Tu Kotahi 
programme. 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA) and the Privacy 
Act 1993. 

Building resilience and ensuring access to support for young people plays an important role in 
ensuring health, secure futures and reduces mental distress and illness. Not all young people will 
access and health services, and for some, opportunities to support their wellbeing can be missed. 

Tu Kotahi translates to 'standing together' and is based on Maori concepts of health and wellbeing. 
The concept of Tu Kotahi is to work with schools to find pathways for young people's friends to find 
the help they need. 

The Pilot aligns with the Government's commitment to improving mental health and wellbeing, by 
building resilience among high school students. It builds on a range of programmes and resources 
the Ministry ·of Education has in place to support the health and wellbeing of children and young 
people, including the school-wide Positive Behaviour for Learning framework, and school-based 
health services. 

The Ministry of Education worked in partnership with the Ministry of Health in the procurement of the 
programme, and has representatives on the Tu Kotahi Governance Group. 

There is one document within scope of the remaining part of your request. This document is titled 
Briefing Note: Implementation of the Tu Kotahi Pilot Programme. It was provided to the Minister of 
Education Hon Chris Hipkins in November 2018. I am releasing this to you in full. 
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