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How might this assessment contribute
to infants’ and toddlers’ learning?

This story provides insights into the type of
learning that is possible when toddlers and young
children have opportunities to share play spaces
and materials. 

This assessment provides the teachers with useful
information, not only about the children’s learning
but also about the curriculum in action.  They can
use this information to evaluate the impact of
resources and rituals on the children’s learning in
their centre.

What might this tell us about informal
noticing, recognising, and responding
in this place?

Learning stories are displayed on the walls in the
play area for the parents to read, making visible
the learning of infants and toddlers that is valued.

The teachers take note of the emerging social
relationships between children of all ages and
actively support these interactions. 

What’s happening here?

Izak visits from the “over-twos”, and Ngaio is
immediately aware of his presence.  Ngaio
watches what Izak does before joining him in a
period of imitative play.  Ngaio closely observes
Izak’s actions and responds similarly.  After some
time, they reverse roles, and Izak takes the lead
from Ngaio.

What aspects of assessment for
infants and toddlers does this
exemplify?

This assessment positions infants’ and toddlers’
learning within play episodes of observation and
imitation of peers. 

The teachers recognise the value of giving
children of mixed ages opportunities to play with
and alongside one another.  Toddlers (and
infants) can learn through observing and imitating
their older peers, and older children can learn
from infants and toddlers.
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