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[zak came over to play from the Over 2's. Ngaio
was watching him as he went inside and pin:h-:d up
a play phone from the toy shelves. Ngaio followed
him and found a phone of her own., When lzak
went outside, so did Ngaio, Thu!.' sat and exp]ured
the phones together. Ngaio placed the receiver to
her ear while pressing the buttons, lzak was busy
doing the same. When [zak moved away, holding
the receiver and letting the phone drag along the
ground, Ngaio followed, dragging her phone, too.
After a while, Ngaio decided to try something new
with the phone. She placed the cord part around
the back of her shoulders so the phone dangled
above the ground, Lzak liked the look of this and
had a go with his phone.
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Short-term review

What next?

To me this learning story was a lovely example of how
younger and older children can enjoy playing with and
alongside each other and form relationships with each
other. Ngaio saw lzak as someone to imitate and chose
to follow what he did. Later this role changes to where
Mgaio influenced the direction of Izak’s play. They both
demonstrated a sense of being comfortable with each
other's company throughout their play,

“Children experience an environment where they are
encouraged to learn with and alongside others.”
Contribution, Goal 3, Te Wiiinki - Early Childhood
Curriculum, page 70.

We will := continue to encourage older children to visit
and play with our Under Two's children;

= provide sufficient playthings for children of differing
ages to play with and alongside each other;

= suppaort Ngaio’s attempts at initiating social
interactions with the older children,

What’s happening here?

Izak visits from the “over-twos”, and Ngaio is
immediately aware of his presence. Ngaio
watches what Izak does before joining him in a
period of imitative play. Ngaio closely observes
Izak’s actions and responds similarly. After some
time, they reverse roles, and Izak takes the lead
from Ngaio.

What aspects of assessment for
infants and toddlers does this
exemplify?

This assessment positions infants’ and toddlers’
learning within play episodes of observation and
imitation of peers.

The teachers recognise the value of giving
children of mixed ages opportunities to play with
and alongside one another. Toddlers (and
infants) can learn through observing and imitating
their older peers, and older children can learn
from infants and toddlers.

How might this assessment contribute
to infants’ and toddlers’ learning?

This story provides insights into the type of
learning that is possible when toddlers and young
children have opportunities to share play spaces
and materials.

This assessment provides the teachers with useful
information, not only about the children’s learning
but also about the curriculum in action. They can
use this information to evaluate the impact of
resources and rituals on the children’s learning in
their centre.

What might this tell us about informal
noticing, recognising, and responding
in this place?

Learning stories are displayed on the walls in the
play area for the parents to read, making visible
the learning of infants and toddlers that is valued.

The teachers take note of the emerging social
relationships between children of all ages and
actively support these interactions.



