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What’s happening here?

Music is playing, and Immy is swirling two
ribbons to and fro.

What aspects of competence does this
assessment exemplify?

Music and dancing are personal interests for
Immy.  She is “ready to dance” whenever there is
music playing and is “the first to arrive and the
last to leave”. 

Immy communicates ideas through literacies in
the arts – her dance and her spontaneous role
play when she collapses on the floor and says
“Immy sleep.” 

The teacher comments on the “trust and
confidence” Immy shows in including another
person and on how she sustains her interest “for
long periods”.

How might this documented
assessment contribute to developing
competence?

For Immy’s family and teachers, this assessment
records her interest in music and dancing.  It is

made more complex by Immy’s invitation to an
adult to join in with her and her dramatic finale
as she pretends to sleep.

For Immy, revisiting the record encourages a view
of herself as a competent and joyful learner with
an interest that is valued and whose social
interactions and dramatic play are valued, too.

What might this tell us about informal
noticing, recognising, and responding
in this place?

The teacher notices and comments on Immy’s
movement, perhaps to encourage the addition of
a rhythm: “up in the air” and “down on the
ground”.  She appreciates Immy’s interest and
delight in music and the subtle complexities and
strengths of this episode.  She recognises, too,
the ways in which it reflects Immy’s ability to
sustain an activity, to interact with others, and to
experiment with literacies in the arts.


