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“Did they have alarms at your centre?” 

tracked by detailed documentation that includes
accurate reporting of her comments.

Documenting this conversation makes it possible
for Jesse and the teacher to revisit the topic,
discussing it further to help Jesse to increase her
understanding of childcare centres.

The What next? heading signals that Jesse and
the children who have shifted to the new
childcare centre are probably interested in
exploring this topic and making comparisons.
This is a conversation in progress that may be
taken up by other teachers.

What might this tell us about informal
noticing, recognising, and responding
in this place?

This was probably a very short conversation, one
of many between the children and adults on
topics of interest to the children, the adults, or
both.  Wendy took the time to write it down,
which suggests that such jointly focused
conversations are highly valued.  The centre
presumably makes time for them, and adults take
them seriously.

What’s happening here?

A childcare centre has closed down, and some of
the staff and children have shifted to Jesse’s
centre.  Jesse asks one of the staff about what
the other centre was like and how it compares
with her centre.

What aspects of competence does this
assessment exemplify?

Jesse is developing her working theory or
understanding about childcare centres.  She asks
questions about what happens in different
childcare centres.  She is interested in the
routines and the regular events in which the
children and teachers participate: sleep time,
mahi taonga time, and fire drills.  She can
imagine alternative customs.  

The teacher also comments that Jesse’s
exploration of this topic reveals evidence of her
increasingly complex language skills. 

How might this documented
assessment contribute to developing
competence?

Jesse’s language and inquiry skills are being


