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What’s happening here?

Vini, aged four, tells the teachers that his mother
needs new slippers.  He makes a pair for her (with
much measuring, gluing, and decorating).  The
teacher writes this up for his portfolio, and Vini’s
mother adds a comment.

What aspects of community participation
does this assessment exemplify?

This exemplar is an example of an assessment
that is accessible and detailed enough to invite
the family to suggest developments and
alternatives and to contribute knowledge and
expectations from home.  It invites their
participation.

Vini’s mother adds to the assessment of Vini’s
work.  Her contribution includes a reference to the
technical expertise that this work illustrates.  She
writes that the slippers were “unbelievable in
terms of thoughtfulness and technical perfection
for a little child”.

How might this assessment encourage
community participation?

The teachers’ ongoing comments in Vini’s portfolio
indicate that they value comments from his
parents.  

Vini’s mother provides an in-depth comment on
her son’s early childhood education.  The teachers
include it in the assessment, encouraging further
contributions.

What might this tell us about informal
noticing, recognising, and responding
in this place?

In writing about this episode, the teacher
emphasises Vini’s developing identity as a caring
and thoughtful person.  The commentary is written
to Vini.  The assumption is that this story will be
read back to him.  

A range of materials and tools (such as the scissors
and a glue gun) are available for the children to
use in their constructions so that the teachers can
readily respond to the children’s plans.  In this
case, the teacher recognises a learning opportunity
and appears to provide just the right amount of
assistance at the right time, helping Vini to make a
pattern and assisting with the cutting.


