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What’s happening here?

Andrew’s mother contributes to his portfolio about
what they did at the weekend and asks the
teachers to include “Andrew sharing his stories
with his friends at ... mat time”.

What aspects of community
participation does this assessment
exemplify?

The assessment portfolio here invites Andrew’s
family into the curriculum.  Andrew’s mother wants
him to develop the ability to describe an event to a
group of children.  The teachers respond
accordingly, indicating that they respect and value
her contribution to the curriculum.

How might this assessment encourage
community participation?

The short-term review in this assessment is written
directly to the parent, thanking her for her
contribution.  The written contributions are a
conversation.  This is the first of several such
sequences, in which the parent describes an event
at the weekend and Andrew shares the news with
a group.

These sequences are read at home to Andrew and
to others in the family, strengthening their
participation in the wider community of learners.

Andrew asks for his work to be displayed on the
wall of the centre and, when his mother comes at
the end of the session, he shows it to her.  The
wall display provides another way of showing that
the teachers value the family’s voice.

What might this tell us about informal
noticing, recognising, and responding
in this place?

This is a centre where a high proportion of
families, including Andrew’s, are from non-English-
speaking backgrounds.  The written assessment
reflects a pedagogy that values contributions from
families.  It incorporates families’ ideas into
opportunities for children to communicate with
others and to begin writing in a meaningful and
valued context.
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