
12



13

What’s happening here?

This is the story of two sisters, aged four and
eight, who use their early childhood centre
portfolios as reference points for discussions
about achievement.  Their parent has described
elsewhere how Hayley (aged eight) has
continued to add special things to her portfolio
and how she and Brittany (aged four) often sit
down and go through Hayley’s kindergarten
portfolio.  

What aspects of children’s
contribution to assessments does
this exemplify?

Brittany uses a photo in her older sister’s early
childhood assessment folder (taken four years
earlier) as a reference point for judging her own
achievement.  She asks the teacher to take a
photo of her “just the same as Hayley”.  Brittany
carefully compares the two photos of swinging
upside down from a trapeze bar at age four.
She points out that Hayley has both hands free,
whereas she, Brittany, has one leg free.  She
also adds that she can do it with one hand free.

How might this assessment develop
children’s capacity to contribute to
assessments?

This exemplar includes a number of voices.
Brittany requests the photo for her assessment
record and makes the comparison (adding
information about what she can do), and the
teacher tells the story, recalling background
information provided by a parent.  All voices
combine to provide a rich picture of Brittany’s
achievement in one area and of her perspective
on this.  When Brittany revisits this assessment,
it can reinforce for her the importance of her
own contribution.

What might this tell us about
informal noticing, recognising, and
responding in this place?

The teacher comments that “I realised the link
the portfolios have for children, siblings, and
the whole family”.  She also comments on the
children making “sense of their world through
recall and revisiting important happenings
achievements, over and over”.


