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Exemplars Ngà tauaromahi
Exploration through play
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What learning was going on here?%��������������
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Negotiations during block work

What’s happening here?

Three children are each building their own block 
structure, complete with cars and wooden people.  
The children need to work out a satisfactory way 
of distributing the available girl fi gures between 
them.

What does this assessment tell 
us about the learning (using an 
Exploration/Mana Aoturoa lens)?

This is an example of three children negotiating 
and compromising as they work alongside each 
other.  It is a common occurrence in play in an 
early childhood centre that there are not enough 
resources to go around when several children want 
to play at the same activity.  In this case, Charlotte 
and Rebecca solve the problem by suggesting a 
“swap”, and they allocate the valued fi gures to 
everyone’s satisfaction.

How might this documented assessment 
contribute to Exploration/Mana Aoturoa?

This assessment highlights, and documents, the 
process of confl ict resolution and negotiation.  
The teacher comments that the three children are 
“great role models”.  The documentation becomes 
a public document that can be referred to by 
teachers and children on other occasions when 
things are “not fair”. 

What other strands of Te Whariki are 
exemplifi ed here?

Equitable opportunities are a goal in the 
Contribution/Mana Tangata strand of Te Whàriki, 
and aspects of fairness are also a dimension of 
that strand.  The children count the block people 
in order to establish whether they have been 
allocated evenly; this stratagem demonstrates a 
meaningful and purposeful use of number, which 
is a feature of the Communication/Mana Reo 
strand.


