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What’s happening here?

This is a grandmother’s story, written for the staff 
at her granddaughter’s childcare centre.

What does this assessment tell us 
about the learning (using a Belonging/
Mana Whenua lens)?

This story, added to Tia’s portfolio, enables 
the teachers to make connections between the 
community of the early childhood centre and 
the community at home.  Tia’s learning is about 
Tàwhirimatea.  For Tia’s whànau, the wider world 
includes atua.  If we think of a community as a 
“fi gured world”, then the fi gure of Tàwhirimatea 
belongs in this whànau’s community – “we can’t 
see Tàwhirimatea but we can hear him”. 

How might this documented assessment 
contribute to Belonging/Mana Whenua?

Tia’s grandmother adds this story to the portfolio 
to make connections between the community 
of the childcare centre and the community at 
home, enhancing Tia’s sense of belonging.  We 
don’t have a record of follow-up by the staff at the 
centre, but if the story had not been documented, 
they may not have been aware of Tia’s knowledge 
and of the meaning of the gesture (Tia’s pursed 
lips) that symbolises that knowledge.

What other strands of Te Whariki are 
exemplifi ed here?

The Màori term for Well-being is Mana Atua, 
and as well as Belonging/Mana Whenua, this 
exemplar demonstrates the sharing of the spiritual 
side of a child’s development – contributing to 
the child’s mana atua.  In this case, the whànau 
has provided information to assist with the 
development of Tia’s mana atua.  At the same 
time, this story could be interpreted as exploring 
te aotùroa, the wider world.


