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Tena koe 

Thank you for writing to the Ministry of Education on 31 October 2019 and requesting the 
following information: 

1A Any information the Ministry holds . . .  on the proportion of Early Childhood Education 
Staff who are fully vaccinated 

If the Ministry does not gather this information, please tell me why that is the case 

Any information the Ministry holds . . .  on the transmission of illness to children due to 
unvaccinated staff at ECE centres, and[ ... ] 

any resulting fatalities or serious illnesses 

If the Ministry does not gather this information, please tell me why that is the case 

What measures . . .  the Ministry has taken, or considered taking, to encourage 
vaccination of ECE staff 

. . .  any evidence that popcorn is riskier for children than whooping cough or measles 

- or other evidence on which the Ministry relied in deciding that the risks of
unvaccinated staff at ECE is smaller than the risk of popcorn.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

Nothing is more important than the safety and wellbeing of our children and the laws governing early 
learning services are there to protect them. We want parents and caregivers to have confidence that 
their children are learning in a safe, well-run early learning service. 

While there is an intersection between the requirements governing early learning services and public 
health matters, the Ministry of Health is the lead agency with regard to immunisations. The Health 
(Immunisation) Regulations 1995 require early education and care centres to keep immunisation 
registers of enrolled children aged 15 months and over. The register can help reduce the spread of 
preventable diseases in early learning services, as well as the wider community, by providing an 
ongoing record of who has been immunised for what, and when. 

Our laws don't specifically require early learning staff, or children enrolled in early learning services, 
to be immunised. They are however very clear that services must do all they can to limit the likelihood 
of a child or adult with a disease or condition coming into contact with children at an early learning 
service. 
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