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Thank you for your email of 27 June 2017 to the Ministry’s Media Team, in which you sought
the following information:

1. a list of schools across Christchurch that are currently vacant or used for community
purposes and the date they became vacant;

2. the cost of repairing vandalism at each since they were vacated,

3. where the money comes from: the vandalism operations grant, the top-up grant,
or somewhere else because they are no longer being used as schools;

4. what each school’s risk rating is; and
5. what the Ministry is doing to prevent vandalism from happening at these sites.
Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).

As schools move into their new or repaired schools, land will become available. If land is no
longer required by the Ministry, we work to make land available as soon as possible. All
properties in disposal go through a series of steps under the Public Works Act 1981. This
means offering the property to other government agencies, previous owners or Maori (under
a Treaty claim settlement) before it can be sold on the open market. Appendix One
provides a list of vacant schools, their current use, and the date they become vacant. This
information is also publicly available at:

https://education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/specific-initiatives/christchurch-schools-
rebuild-programme-2013-2022/how-we-are-using-vacant-school-sites-in-christchurch/.

In the 2013 Greater Christchurch Renewal Business case, each school within Christchurch
was allocated a budget. This included schools which were going to become vacant through
the process. This budget is used to maintain or demolish buildings and sites until a decision
is made on what to do with the site. The Ministry engages Darroch, an external property
manager to manage these sites and undertake general maintenance and up-keep.
The Ministry pays for this service and the works required. The Ministry pre-approves any
larger expenditure before works commence.

When school sites are vacated, the Ministry is responsible for maintenance expenses such
as electricity, water rates, rates, caring for grounds, alarm monitoring, security patrols and
callouts related to security. We do not hold information on whether maintenance work is a
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result of vandalism. Therefore this part of your request is refused under section 18(e) of the
Act. If a school site is vacant, it does not have a risk rating.

The Ministry wants to ensure that, in cases where the schools are vacant or going through
the disposal process, the infrastructure is kept in the best possible condition to allow it to be
repurposed or sold. Where appropriate, the external property manager hires security patrols
and has alarm monitoring to minimise the chances of damage.

If you have any questions about this response, please feel free to contact either our
Media Team at media@education.govt.nz, or the Manager of the Ministry’s Official and
Parliamentary Information Team, Simon Sanders, at simon.sanders@education.govt.nz or

by phone on 04 439 5005.

Alternatively, you are advised of your right to ask an Ombudsman to review this response.
You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the Ombudsman,

PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

Yours sincerely

Y
M"M CR,KM/'&/LQ-— &

Kim Shannon
Head of Education Infrastructure Service

education.govt.nz
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