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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
TE TAHUHU O TE MATAURANGA

Thank you for your email of 27 June 2017 to the Ministry of Education requesting the
following information:

1. How many schools in South Canterbury - Timaru District, Waimate District and
Mackenzie District, received Government funding for English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) students each year for the previous five years (2016, 2015, 2015,
2013 and 2012)?

2. What are they names of these schools, and how much funding did they each receive
each year for the past five years?

3. How many ESOL students did each school have for each of those five years?

4. What did schools spend it on?

5. How do you determine how much ESOL funding each school can receive?

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).

New Zealand is a diverse and tolerant nation and our schools welcome children from all
backgrounds and ethnicities. The quality teaching of English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) to students for whom English is not a first language is essential for
students to be able to participate successfully in the New Zealand school curriculum and to
interact socially with New Zealand students and within the wider community. My response to
your particular questions is set out below

Questions 1-3
How many schools in South Canterbury - Timaru District, Waimate District and

Mackenzie District, received Government funding for English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) students each year for the previous five years (2016, 2015, 2015,
2013 and 2012)?

What are they names of these schools, and how much funding did they each receive
each year for the past five years?

How many ESOL students did each school have for each of those five years?

| am providing you with three tables that detail the names of all the schools in the Timaru,
Waimate and Mackenzie districts that received ESOL funding, as well as the number of
students at each school between the years 2012-2016. These tables have been attached to

this response as Appendix A.

OIA: 1070849
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ESOL funding is allocated to schools in two funding periods per year. The first period covers
terms 1 and 2 of the school year while the second period covers terms 3 & 4. This funding is

paid to the schools on 1 March and 1 August each year.

In 2014 and 2015 all schools nationwide that received ESOL funding also received an
Additional Funding Allocation. This additional funding was determined using the same
criteria for ESOL funding as set out below.

Question 4
What did schools spend it on?

Schools use the funding for providing English language support of which the main
component is staffing. Schools are verified by our ESOL verifiers to ensure effective
utilisation of the funding for English language acquisition for the students.

Information on the different ways schools can use the funding can be found on the Ministry’s
website at: https://education.qgovt.nz/school/student-support/esol-funding/ways-your-school-

can-use-esol-funding/.

Question 5
How do you determine how much ESOL funding each school can receive?

The amount of funding a school can receive is determined by how many eligible students the
school has, their level of English proficiency, whether the students are refugees or migrants
and school level (e.g. secondary students are funded at a higher rate than primary children
and refugees are funded at a higher rate than migrants etc).

More information about ESOL funding including funding amounts and funding criteria can be
find at the following link: https://education.govt.nz/school/student-support/esol-funding/.

Thank you again for your email. If you have further questions please feel free to contact our
media team in the first instance at media.team@education.govt.nz. If you are unsatisfied
with my response, you have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review it. You can do this by
writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152,

Wellington 6143.

Yours sincerely

atrina LCasey
Deputy Secretary
Enablement and Support
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