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Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your email of 15 July 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information:  

1. How many, if any, students were non-enrolled in primary school each month for the
last 10 years?

2. How many, if any, students were non-enrolled in secondary school each month for
the last 10 years?

3. How many, if any, students were non-enrolled in any school each month for the last
10 years?

4. What is the breakdown of this data by school decile?
5. What is the breakdown of this data by region?

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).  

We are notified that a student has stopped attending school when they are away for 20 days, 
or if the school has reason to believe the student will not return, they can alert us before that. 

There are a few reasons why a student is non-enrolled from a school, including: 
 the school has been advised that the student is no longer attending,
 the student has been absent for 20 school days without the principal being informed

that the absence is only temporary, or
 the student has been absent for fewer than 20 school days, but the principal has

reason to believe they will not return to school.

Students that become non-enrolled from school are referred to the Attendance Service, 
where the service will work with the family to reengage the student back into a suitable 
school.   

We regularly publish specialised reports which detail, among other things, the number of 
opened and closed non-enrolment cases by school term, the total number of non-enrolment 
cases by ethnicity, age and decile (of school last attended). These regular reports begin from 
2015 (as that is when the Attendance Service was established) and can be found on our 
website at education.govt.nz/our-work/information-releases/issue-specific-
releases/attendance/. We believe that the information that is publicly available answers your 
substantive questions.  

We may also be able to provide you with a regional breakdown of the non-enrolment cases, 
as that information is not already publicly available. This breakdown would likely be termly or 
yearly and would be based on live data so may not match the data available online.  
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To provide this data would require additional processing time. Please confirm if you do 
require this information and we will begin collating the information for your request.  
 
Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As such, 
we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact 
details will be removed. 
 
Thank you again for your email. If you have further questions please feel free to contact our 
media team in the first instance at media.team@education.govt.nz. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
 
 
Dr David Wales 
Poutohu Matua | National Director Learning Support Delivery 
Te Mahau | Te Pae Aronui 
 




